
 

 

 

 

Opening Note 
    

  Happy New Year from Ranjani Fine Arts, as we begin 2014 with our main community event in January, 

“Vaggeyakara Utsava” where several young voices will be paying tribute to the great composers through the ages. 

And the very next day, we are privileged to host a special lec-dem on percussion by laya legend Prof. Trichy 

Sankaran. “Samyoga” — our 2nd Annual Festival in February, is not too far away either. With these events to start 

the year, and several more to come, 2014 again promises to be an exciting year at RFA. More details are in this 

issue of Nadavani, along with the coverage of happenings at RFA in December 2013. 

 

   Do join us for all our events in January and February - we look forward to seeing you! 

 

         - P. Venkataraghavan 
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Lec-dem by Prof. Trichy Sankaran, Jan 12th 

As part of its “Education Series”, Ranjani Fine Arts is privileged to host “The 
Logic and Magic of Laya” - a special performance and lecture-
demonstration by percussion legend Sangita Kalanidhi Dr. Trichy 
Sankaran on Sunday, January 12, 2014 at 5PM.  
Venue : Sobha Lakeview Club, Bellandur. All are welcome. 

Vaggeyakara Utsava 2014: Jan 11, 2014 at 3 PM 

Join us on Saturday, January 11, 2014, as we celebrate our second 
Vaggeyakara Utsava, a community event where we will pay tribute to all 
vaggeyakaras (composers) - past, present and future! About 20 music 
schools will participate in the event, and each school will render one 
composition of a different vaggeyakara. The event will conclude with the 
group rendering of  Purandaradasa’s Pillari Geethams and Saint 
Tyagaraja’s Pancharatna Kritis at 6.30PM. All are welcome.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  (Venue: Sobha Lakeview Club, Bellandur) 

Event  
Sponsors 

Membership now open for 2014-15 
 
RFA membership is now open for the year Apr 2014-March 2015. We request our current members to continue their 
support to RFA by renewing their membership, and welcome all new members in advance. Individual membership is 
Rs.1200 and Family (2-adult) membership is Rs.2000. Entry is free for children below 18 years at all RFA monthly 
events. You may renew your membership online at www.ranjanifinearts.org, or in person at the membership desk 
during any of the next RFA events. 
 
We also invite all rasikas, teachers, students and musicians to join the RFA community by becoming members. 
Please call Sri. V.Shrinivasan at 9342582686 if you need any assistance regarding this. 

http://www.ranjanifinearts.org


 

 

Festival Passes 
 
All RFA members for the year 2013-14 may collect their complimentary passes for the Carnatic music 
concerts of Feb 8th and 9th at the upcoming RFA events in January (Vaggeyakara Utsava on Jan 11th 
or Prof. Trichy Sankaran Lec-Dem on Jan 12th). Donor passes (Rs.300 per concert) are also available 
for non-members, or members needing extra passes.  
 
Please call Sri.V.Shrinivasan at 9342582686 or Sri. B.S.Balasubramanyam at 9632682540 to collect 
your passes later, in case you are unable to attend these events. We request all members to collect their 
complimentary passes by January 25th, and also to present their membership cards while doing so. 

 



 

 

An Enjoyable Evening : Vasuda Kesav at RFA 

       Come December, and it seems like entire 
world of Carnatic music moves to Chennai. 
But it is still possible to find top quality 
Carnatic music in Bangalore, perhaps even in 
your own neighbourhood, like RFA’s 
December program featuring a vocal concert 
by Vidushi Vasuda Kesav. Vasuda started 
with a varnam in the raga Sahana, and 
followed this with lively renditions of 
Tyagaraja’s Ilalo Pranatarthi (Atana) and 
D i k s h i t a r ’ s  S i d d h i  V i n a y a k a m 
(Shanmukhapriya) . An alapana in 
Nattakkurinji was prelude to Pallavi Gopala 
Iyer’s Needumurti. The brisk pace and 
liveliness of the music continued with 
Tyagaraja’s Orajoopu (Kannadagowla). 

  A well-elaborated alapana in Kalyani then enveloped the audience in a pleasant calm. This was followed by an 
enjoyable rendition of the main item – Shyama Shastri’s Talli Nera Ninnu. The neraval and swaras were well 
presented, and the accompanists – Vidushi Nalina Mohan on violin and Vidwan H.S.Sudhindra on mridangam - 
elevated the level of the concert with their excellent support. Sudhindra’s tani avartanam was memorable. A specially 
chosen shloka on Hanuman was used in the fabulous viruttam that came next, in the ragas Kapi and Behag. 
Vasuda’s imagination and mastery of Behag were evident in the numerous variations and glides in the viruttam, 
which was followed by Purandaradasa’s Hanumatha mathave. Vadavaraiyai mathtakki, the ragamalika from the 
Tamil epic Silappadikaram which was made famous by M.S.Subbulakshmi came next. A thillana in Kanada and an 
Arunachala Kavi composition in Hindolam followed, to conclude a concert which was marked for its balanced song 
selection and pleasant ragas. 

           -  P. Venkataraghavan 

Vidushi Vasuda Kesav(vocal) ,Vidushi Nalina Mohan(violin), Vidwan 

H.S.Sudhindra(mridangam) : RFA December 2013 concert 

 RFA’s December 2013 Baithak 

  RFA’s December 2013 Baithak started with a Sitar recital 
by Shri Ramdeo Choudary. He began with a soulful 
rendering of a beautiful raag Saraswati, an import into the 
Hindustani system from the Carnatic system. His detail raag 
vistar was very soothing to the ears of the audience. The 
Jhor and Jhala that followed the alaap were very rhythmic 
and included several intricate swar patterns often 
culminating in well executed tihais. The madhalaya and the 
dhrut gat in Teen taal was very catchy and the tabla 
accompaniment by Sri. Vikas Naregal was at its best. Both 
the sitarist and tablaist presented great layakari which was 
much appreciated by the audience.  
 

Next, Kum. Shruti Bhat started her vocal recital with Raag Puriyadhanashri - an evening melody. She began with a 
very famous Jhap Taal bandish Paara Kara Araja Suno in madhylaya gati. Her swara-by-swara elaboration was very 
systematic, following the rules of the raga without losing the bhava aspects of the bol, with full musical creativity. The 
bol alaap was melodious and landing on Sam was a pleasurable feeling the audience experienced. The tabla sangat 
made the bol alaap even more joyous as it followed the mood of the singer. As the gati moved up to the next phase, 
the bol taans and the sargam taans were well knit and presented beautifully. Her next dhrut rachana, a very well 
known bandish in Teen taal  - "Payala Ki Jhanakar" was presented melodiously and Ms. Bhat did complete justice to 
this famous rachana. The harmonium sangat was very fitting and the whole concert was a treat to the audience. 
 
The artistes concluded the concert with Raag Bhairavi presenting the various moods of bhakti, viragya and viraha. All 
in all, it was a wonderful experience to listen Shri Choudary's soulful music and Kum. Shruti’s melodious voice. 
              
           - Chandramouli Rao 



 

 

Students of Smt. Mythili Suresh at RFA’s Dec 2013 program 

Write to us 
 
Ranjani Fine Arts would like to hear from you! If you have any comments about the newsletter, suggestions for 
improvement, or would like to contribute an article, please email us at ranjanifineartsteam@gmail.com. 

Children’s Corner 
For all rasikas young in age, or at heart 

Answers : 1.Nidhi chala sukhama (Kalyani)   2. Tava dasoham (Punnagavarali)    3. Nada Tanumanisham (Chittaranjani)  

4. Chakkani Raja (Kharaharapriya)      5. O Rangasayee (Kambhoji) 

Can you guess the 5 kritis that Saint Tyagaraja is shown singing in the pictures below ? A simple, 

illustrated story of his life is in the Amar Chitra Katha publication “Tyagaraja” from which these pictures 

were taken. Our thanks to 9-year old Varsha V. for all her help in putting this together.  
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Prior to the main concert at Ranjani Fine Arts’ 
December 2013 program, there was a group veena 
recital by students of Smt. Mythili Suresh. The 
children received praise and blessings from 
mridangam vidwan H.S.Sudhindra, who was 
present on the occasion, as they rendered Abhogi, 
Amritavarshini,  Bahudhari and other ragas with 
excellent synchronization. 


