
 

 

Opening Note 
    

  In rasika-world, the month of December has become synonymous with the Chennai Music Season, and we’re sure 

that many of you are looking forward to the “season”. As we enter this last month of 2013, Ranjani Fine Arts has 

much to look back upon and cherish. A year which started with Vaggeyakara Utsava, which served to bring together 

the music community in our neighbourhood. The unforgettable two days of music in our First Annual Festival and 

several more during our monthly concerts. And our special Guru Utsava and the workshop on Rare Tyagaraja kritis.  

Also, in this second year of our existence, we have been hosting a monthly Hindustani Music Baithak since August, 

thus becoming one of the few sabhas to promote both major forms of Indian classical music. None of this would have 

been possible without the continued support and good wishes of our members, sponsors, performing artistes and 

extended family of fine rasikas, and we express our sincere thanks to all of them. 

  

  2014 starts off with much to look forward to at RFA. In January, we have the Vaggeyakara Utsava, and a special 

performance and lec-dem by Sangita Kalanidhi Prof. Trichy Sankaran. And, in keeping with RFA’s unique initiative 

to promote both Carnatic and Hindustani music, we present a grand Second Annual Festival in February 2014, 

”Samyoga”, which will include 2 Carnatic and 2 Hindustani Music concerts, featuring Malladi Brothers, Dr. Sudha 

Raghunathan, Dr. Ashwini Bhide Deshpande and Pt. Kushal Das. Read on for more...  
 

  All of us at RFA wish you happy holidays and a great music season! 

         - P. Venkataraghavan 
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December 2013 Monthly Concert 
Saturday, December 14, 2013  at 5 PM 

Vidushi Sumithra Vasudev (vocal)  
Vidushi Nalina Mohan (violin)  

Vidwan H.S.Sudhindra (mridangam)  

Veena by students of Smt. Mythili Suresh @4PM 
Venue : Sobha Lakeview Club, Bellandur, Bangalore. 

Hindustani Music Baithak  
Saturday, December 21, 2013 at 5 PM 

Sitar by Sri. Ramdeo Choudhary 
Vocal by Smt. Shruti Bhat  
Tabla accompaniment by Sri. Vikas Naregal.  
All are welcome. 
Venue: Sobha Lakeview Club, Bellandur 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 Dr. Trichy Sankaran at RFA: Jan 12, 2014 at 5 PM 

As part of its “Education Series”, Ranjani Fine Arts is privileged to host a special 
performance and lecture-demonstration by percussion legend Sangita Kalanidhi Dr. 
Trichy Sankaran on Sunday, January 12, 2014. All are welcome. 
Venue: Sobha Lakeview Club, Bellandur, Bangalore. 

 Announcing Vaggeyakara Utsava 2014: Jan 11, 2014 at 3 PM 

Join us on Saturday, January 11, 2014, as we celebrate our second Vaggeyakara 
Utsava, a community event where we will pay tribute to all vaggeyakaras 
(composers) - past, present and future! About 20 music schools will participate in 
the event, and each school will render one composition of a different vaggeyakara. 
The event will conclude with the group rendering of Saint Tyagaraja’s Pancharatna 
Kritis. All are welcome.  Venue: Sobha Lakeview Club, Bellandur Bangalore.  

http://www.ranjanifinearts.org


 

 

Announcing “Samyoga” - RFA’s Annual Festival: Feb 8,9,15 and 16, 2014 

Venue : New Horizon College of Engineering Auditorium, Outer Ring Road (near Marathahalli), Bangalore 
More details will follow soon. 

Sunday, February 9
th

, 2014 
 
Vocal          : Vidushi Dr. Sudha Raghunathan 
Violin          : Vidwan B. Raghavendra Rao 
Mridangam : Vidwan Neyveli S Skandasubramanian  
Moharsing  : Vidwan R. Raman  

Saturday, February 15
th

, 2014 
 
Vocal          : Vidushi Dr. Ashwini Bhide Deshpande  
Harmonium : Pandit Vyasmurti Katti 
Tabla          : Pandit Ravindra Yavagal 

Saturday, February 8
th

, 2014 
 
Vocal          : Malladi Brothers Vidwan Sreeramprasad and Vidwan Ravikumar 
Violin          : Vidwan H.K.Venkatram 
Mridangam : Vidwan M.L.N. Raju 
Ghatam      : Vidwan Sri Shaila 

Sunday, February 16
th

, 2014 
 

Sitar           : Pandit Kushal Das  
Tabla         : Pandit Biplab Bhattacharyya  

 

 

 

 

Ranjani Fine Arts will soon be completing two years of service to the classical music community in Bangalore. 
We are delighted to announce that we will be celebrating the occasion in February 2014, with a grand festival - 
“Samyoga” - which will feature the following distinguished Carnatic and Hindustani music maestros.  

Membership  
RFA thanks all members who have renewed their memberships, and welcomes all new members. 
 
We request those who have not yet renewed their memberships to do so — it is your support which makes it 
possible for us to bring the monthly programs and all other RFA events to this neighbourhood. You may renew your 
membership online at www.ranjanifinearts.org or in person at the membership desk during the next RFA event.  
 
We also invite all rasikas, teachers, students and musicians to join the RFA community by becoming members. 
Please call Shri V.Shrinivasan at 9342582686 if you need any assistance regarding membership. 

Would you like to help ? 
 
RFA invites you to join our team and make Samyoga—RFA’s Second Annual Festival, a grand success. If you’d like 
to volunteer your time, or are interested in finding out more, please drop us a line at ranjanifineartsteam@gmail.com 
 



 

 

An Energetic Performance : Sandeep Narayan at RFA 

    Come November and the buzz of 
the music season in December is 
already in the air! The month of 
November at RFA featured Vidwan 
Sandeep Narayan — one of the 
promising vocalists of the current 
generation. Sandeep Narayan 
started his concert with a traditional 
rendition of the Reetigoulai varnam 
Vanajaksha. This was followed by 
the famous Andolika kriti Raga 
Sudha Rasa. In his characteristic style, he started off with the anupallavi and then proceeded to the pallavi. A short 
and beautiful alapana in Begada followed. The detailed exposition of Begada was an absolute treat, which portrayed 
all the subtle nuances of Begada with effortless ease. Papanasam Sivan’s Ganarasamudan was one of the highlights 
of the concert. Next, Sandeep took up the Keeravani piece Ninne Nambide by Jagannathadasa. Vidwan 
Ananthakrishnan on the violin was at his best, matching Sandeep in raga exposition and kalpanaswarams. 

  The main piece of the concert was an RTP in Kambhoji. The rendition 
explored the length and breadth of the majestic Kambhoji. The Pallavi 
line was “Jagadheesha Parthasarathe, Karuna Payonidhe” with 
kalpana swarams in Vaasanthi and Bageshri. The kalpanaswarams 
were quite reminiscent of his illustrious guru Sanjay Subramaniam. 
The accompanying artistes excelled too, elevating the level of the 
concert. Vidwan Anathakrishnan excelled on the violin and provided 
able support to the vocalist. On the mridangam, Vidwan Arjun Ganesh 
created a scintillating display in his taniavarttanam. 

  The tukkadas section comprised Kaanavendamo (Sriranjani) and the vigorous Hamsanandhi tillana by Srimushnam 
Raja Rao. Sandeep’s performance was a unique confluence of his guru Sanjay’s technical brilliance and his own 
charming voice. Although there was a marked influence of his illustrious guru’s style, Sandeep has successfully 
evolved his own style. He paid a lot of attention in bringing out all the subtle characteristics in his raga alapanas. The 
vocalization and emotional appeal were very pleasing to the ears. There was a great deal of creativity, without 
deviating from tradition. 

           -  Santosh Narayanan 

Vidwan Sandeep Narayan(vocal) ,Vidwan Anantha Krishnan(violin), Vidwan 

S.J.Arjun Ganesh(mridangam) : RFA November 2013 concert 

An Enchanting and Devotional Evening 

  "Music is to the soul as exercise is to the body". This 
was proved beyond doubt when Smt. Rina Basu 
performed at the monthly Baithak series of Ranjani Fine 
Arts on November 16, 2013. Smt. Rina started her recital 
with Raga Puria Kalyan, an early evening Raga, and 
conveyed the message of the Raga through devotional 
words related to Lord Krishna in different ways. She did 
full justice to the Raga in Ek Tal Vilambit and in Drut Teen 
Tal. Smt. Rina then sang Raag Hamir, and one could 
easily relate to this Raga, which has been used in many 
film songs in the past. Her presentation in Raga Kafi was 
quite enchanting and devotional. Her voice and its tonal 
quality were quite impressive. The audience enjoyed 
every phrase of the ragas as presented by the artist. 
 
  The programme ended with a recital in Raga Bharavi, in which the artists elaborately dealt with various feelings 
oozing out from the Raga and entertained the audience perhaps to the hilt. The entire period of two hours seemed to 
have passed in few seconds with the collective psyche glued to the sweet voice of  Smt. Rina Basu. Able support on 
Tabla was provided by Sri. Gurumurthy Vaidya, a famous tabla player in Bangalore. Harmonium support by Sri. 
Narasimha Kulkarni was very sweet. Smt. Rina’s disciple Smt. Aparna Menon provided accompaniment on the 
tanpura, with occasional vocal support to her teacher. Every member of the audience felt fulfilled in one way or the 
other - such is the effect of soulful music on the audience with unconditional listening. Kudos to Ranjani Fine Arts for 
popularising the varied themes of Indian Classical Music for every age group. This is very essential for combating the 
restless and competitive atmosphere present in every human society today.     
           - R. D. Choudhary 

Voice of the Artiste 

 

“ Special mention of this extremely organized 

sabha with dedicated volunteers! We enjoyed the 

hospitality of Ranjani Fine Arts and the 

Thiagarajan family. :) ” 

 sandeepnarayanmusic.blogspot.in 



 

 

Music Schools at RFA : Oct and Nov 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

RFA has made it a practice to give young learners of music an opportunity to perform on stage prior to each month’s 

concert. Students of Shrutilaya School of Music, run by Smt. Madhu Govindarajan (left) and Jayavani School of 

Music, run by Smt. Parvathy Vaidyanathan (right) put up enthusiastic performances at the monthly programs in 

October and November 2013. The children rendered several tough compositions with ease, and their talent and 

dedication was praiseworthy. 

Children’s Corner 
For all rasikas young in age, or at heart 

Answers to last month’s quiz:  
1.Muthuswamy Dikshitar   2. Shanmukhapriya    3.Thiruppugazh    4. Papanasam Sivan   5.Nottuswarams 
6. Saveri 

Here’s a little quiz for you. Identify these accomplished performers of Indian classical music.  

Hint: You’ll find the answers elsewhere in this newsletter.  

1. Vidwans Sreeramprasad and Ravikumar are two famous Carnatic vocalists from Andhra Pradesh who are 
disciples of the great vidwans Sripada Pinakapani, Nedunuri Krishnamurthy and Voleti Venkateswarulu. They 
are more popularly known as _______. 

2. Born in Bangalore, she moved to Chennai later and was trained by the renowned Dr. M.L.Vasanthakumari, 
whom she also accompanied in concerts. One of the most accomplished Carnatic vocalists today, she will soon 
be awarded the title of Sangita Kalanidhi by the Madras Music Academy. She has also explored film music, 
including a fusion music number in the film “Morning Raga”, and has been a brand ambassador for Pothy’s silk 
sarees. Who is this vocalist? 

3. She completed a doctorate in Biochemistry at Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Mumbai, but gave up a career 
in biochemistry to pursue music instead. Earlier, at the age of 17, she won the President’s Gold Medal at the 
All India Radio music competition. She has received extensive training from her mother, and is now one of the 
top vocalists of the Jaipur-Atrauli Gharana. Name this Hindustani musician. 

4. Born in a family of musicians in Calcutta, this accomplished sitarist is a disciple of renowned musician and 
academic Prof. Sanjoy Bandopadhyay, and considers sitar maestro Pt. Nikhil Bandopadhyay as his idol. He also 
plays the surbahar, which is a larger and lower-pitched version of the sitar. Whom are we talking about ? 

5. In case you haven’t guessed by now, other than being topnotch performers of Indian classical music today, 
what’s common to all the above artistes ?  

Write to us 
 
Ranjani Fine Arts would like to hear from you! If you have any comments about the newsletter, suggestions for 
improvement, or would like to contribute an article, please email us at ranjanifineartsteam@gmail.com. 


