
 

 

 

Opening Note 
   

  Greetings from Ranjani Fine Arts, as we continue into the festive season. Last month, RFA witnessed a spectacular 

Gokulashtami special concert on the flute by Vidwan Mysore Chandan Kumar— read on for a writeup which captures 

the memories of this outstanding concert. This month, we have a truly musical weekend lined up on Sept 13th and 

14th, with 2 concerts—Carnatic and Hindustani, as well as a special lec-dem.  

  Regular concert attendees would have also noticed some changes at our concert venue at the Sobha Lakeview 

Club, with the addition of curtains to screen out the glare from outside. More improvements to the venue are in the 

pipeline and we thank Sobha Developers for responding to our requests. There are also some keen observations 

we’d like to share about how our neighbourhood roads may inadvertently be contributing to cultural development. 

Read on, for more.... 

 

Advance wishes from all of us at RFA for a great Navaratri season!  

                - P. Venkataraghavan 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT RFA (Venue: Sobha Lakeview Club, Bellandur) 

Sep 13th, 2014 at 6PM :  
Carnatic concert 
Master Ramana Balachandran 
(veena) 
Vidwan B.C.Manjunath (mridangam) 
Vidwan S.N.Narayanamurthy 
(ghatam) 

Sep 14th, 2014 at 5PM :  
Hindustani music concert 
Sri Koushik Aithal (vocal) 
Sri Sameer Havaldar (harmonium) 
Sri Kedarnath Havaldar (tabla) 
Performance by students of Pt. Ananth 
Hegde at 4.00 PM, and students of Smt. 
Rina Basu at 4.30 PM 

Sep 13th, 2014 at 5PM 
“Harnessing the power of the 
Varnam” - a special lec-dem by 
Vidushi Sumitra Nitin 

Oct 11th, 2014 at 5 PM :  
Carnatic concert 
Vidwan Bellary Raghavendra (vocal) 
Vidwan Mattur Srinidhi (violin) 
Vidwan Tumkur Ravishankar  
(mridangam) 

Other events 
 
As part of its Music Education Initiative, Nadasurabhi Cultural Association, Koramangala, is offering a course on 
“Rare Compositions of Saint Purandaradasaru” conducted by Dr. T.S.Sathyavathi. The course is limited to 20 
students on first come first served basis  
Dates and timing: 
October 18th, Saturday- 10.30 am to 12.30 pm; October 19th, Sunday- 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 
October 25th, Saturday- 10.30 am to 12.30 pm; October 26th, Sunday- 10.30 am to 12.30 pm 
Venue: S.T.Bed Welfare Association Office, Diagonally opp Cilantro restaurant, 5th Main, S.T.Bed Layout, 
(Near Maharaja Restaurant, 80 feet Road), Koramangala, Bangalore.560034. 
Minimum Student Qualification: Must have learnt up to keerthanai level.   
For more information, contact nadasurabhi@yahoo.co.uk 
 
A series of sessions on Bhagavad Gita/Vedanta are being planned under the guidance of a Learned Master. These 
sessions will be held in the Sobha neighborhood and are open to genuine seekers of this knowledge. Those 
interested may kindly get in touch with Namrata (98801-00276) or Samir (98456-33208) for further details  

http://www.ranjanifinearts.org


 

 

Ananda mohana venu ganam  

The month of August is a festive season, 
marked by Gokulashtami celebrations in 
various parts of the country. Gokulashtami 
reminds us of image of Lord Balakrishna, 
playing the flute and exalting the gopis to a 
state of melodic bliss. Our literary heritage 
has volumes of brilliant poetry that extols 
the melody of Lord Krishna’s flute. Sri 
Narayana Bhattatiripad, in the famous 
Narayaneeyam, describes the flute as the 
blessed instrument, which was fortunate 
enough to taste the ambrosia of Lord’s lips. 
As a fitting tribute to this festive occasion, 
RFA organized a brilliant flute recital by Vidwan Mysore Chandan Kumar and party.  Chandan Kumar, started off 
the concert, with the Sahana varnam in right traditional style. Right from the start, he held the audience captive, as 
he effortlessly poured out the delicate nuances of Sahaana. The famous Dikshitar kriti, Mahaaganapathim, followed. 
The majestic kriti was brought out in all its grandeur, in a compact and methodical rendition. The neraval and 
kalpanaswarams demonstrated his virtuosity in good measure, as he brought the various subtle nuances of Nattai. 
The brisk Revagupti kriti, Gopalaka Pahimam Anisham, was the next one. The brisk phrases of the kriti, elevated the 
mood and energy level of the audience. A brief prelude to the brilliance that was to follow! 
 
The first detailed rendition was the famous kriti Govardhana Gireesham in Hindolam, a fitting choice for the occasion. 
The audience was immersed in the various melodic glides and nuances of Hindolam, as Chandan Kumar let his 
delicate fingers create the magic. Chandan Kumar, traversed the higher and lower octaves with equal ease, 
choosing the most appropriate flute. Vidushi H M Smitha was equally brilliant in her violin return, as she reproduced 
the patterns gracefully. The famous Narayana theertha kriti followed, with a detailed neraval and swarakalpana. The 
swara phrases were chosen very judiciously, with a good balance between mastery and Carnatic purity. Vidwan K V 
Prasad, completed the melodic duo, with his gentle strokes and brilliant laya patterns. The overall soothing effect 
produced by the trio, left the audience spellbound. The melodic Hindolam was complemented with a fast paced piece 
in Ravichandrika, with the Tyagaraja composition Niravadhi Sukhada. It was a feast, where different flavoured 
delicacies are served one after another! 
 
The stage was set for the main piece of the concert. A brilliant Kalyani alapana ensued, where Chandan Kumar 
explored the profound raga, at a leisurely pace. The various aspects of Kalyani – melodic, majestic, emotive, 
energetic – all were delineated in the 20 minute long alapana. Smitha did a brilliant violin return, adding some more 
delicate nuances and subtle glides, to complete a half an hour tour of Kalyani raga! The popular Swati Thirunal 
composition, Pankacha Lochana, in Misra Chapu was the kriti chosen. The neraval and kalpana swarams were very 
elaborate, demonstrating the virtuosity and creativity of the ensemble. As a fitting finale, Vidwan K.V. Prasad did a 
brilliant taniavarttanam. His dexterity and mastery over laya, was presented to the audience in a capsule form. The 
audience was rooted to the spot, as Sri Prasad weaved wonderful laya patterns. A one-and-a-half hour bliss, to put it 
briefly! 
 
The tukkadas section started off with the famous Oothukadu song, Alaipayuthe. The lyrics of the song epitomized the 
concert, in fact. The melody produced by Chandan Kumar and party transformed the audience to gopis listening to 
Krishna’s flute. As the audience were still soaked in the melodic Kanada, Chandan Kumar started the Sindhubhairavi 
piece Venkatachala Nilayam. The final piece was the Lalgudi tillana, in Revathi. The rasikas, young and old alike, 
were left craving for more! One of the highlights of the concert was that all the three artistes complemented one 
another equally well. It was not a concert of main artiste and accompanists, but an ensemble of three brilliant artists.
           - Santosh Narayanan 

From our Rasikas 
 

Thank you Team Ranjani. I enjoyed the concert on Saturday. I haven’t attended a flute concert for some 5 years 
now. I used to travel to Madras each year to attend the Gokulashtami kacheris every weekend and that was tiring. I 
am grateful that I am able to attend a concert every other month so close to home. And every one of the concerts 
has been memorable. It is a matter that Team Ranjani should take great pride in that you are able to get such a 
consistent run of good singers. I regret missing out on some of the young artistes when you started in 2012 and who 
are quite popular now and singing in prime slots on other platforms. Kudos to you on picking good talent early on. It 
has also been good to listen,  once again to “big “name singers after many years, like Sankaran Namboodiri  and MS 
Sheela last year. This Saturday’s concert of Chandan Kumar was particularly pleasing and I found the music 
melodious. I thank you again for consistently delivering enjoyable experiences for us. I will look forward to attending 
many more of your concerts. 
 - P. Rajesh 



 

 

Ranjani Fine Arts 
Regd. office: 5081, Sobha Dahlia, 

Off Sarjapur Outer Ring Road, Bellandur, Bangalore 560103, 
Email: ranjanifineartsteam@gmail.com, Website: www.ranjanifinearts.org 

 
Ranjani Fine Arts (RFA) is a registered public charitable trust and a community initiative to nurture and develop the cultural land-
scape. All donations to RFA are eligible for tax deduction under Section 80(G) of the Income Tax Act. 
 
Ranjani Fine Arts’ charter is to: 
• Organize live fine-arts programs, such as classical music concerts 
• Promote and encourage artistes by providing them a welcoming and rewarding platform to showcase their talent 
• Create a real social network that perpetuates and strengthens the connection to our roots 
• Expose children to a wholesome experience 
 
Ranjani Fine Arts is a member of the Karnataka Fine Arts Council (KFAC) 

Write to us 
 
Ranjani Fine Arts would like to hear from you! If you have any comments about the newsletter, suggestions for 
improvement, or would like to contribute an article, please email us at ranjanifineartsteam@gmail.com. 

Improving the landscape - not just culturally 
 
  As you know, Ranjani Fine Arts was created with the idea of improving the cultural landscape in our locality, in and 
around Bellandur, Outer Ring Road, Bangalore. Recently, it has dawned upon us that our civic authorities have 
created a landscape to improve the culture in this neighbourhood. 
 
  If you are a resident of Green Glen Layout in Bellandur, or have attended any of our monthly concerts, you will 
undoubtedly recall Palm Avenue - the stretch of road from Outer Ring Road to HDFC Bank, which is so uniformly 
riddled with potholes, stones, lumps and resulting bumps. As well as the air around this road, which is thick with dust 
thrown up by vehicles passing on the unpaved surface. It turns out that this road is an unorthodox, but effective, 
training ground for aspirants and practitioners of vocal Carnatic music. 
 
 Wonder how ? 
 
 Breath control is at the heart of any form of vocal music, especially Carnatic. Pedestrians on dusty Palm Avenue 
train themselves to cover a greater distance with fewer intakes of breath. The natural desire to avoid aspiring dust 
thus improves the breath control of any aspiring Carnatic musician, with dramatic results to his or her singing.  
 
 As serious listeners of Carnatic music know, 'gamakas' and 'brigas' are the complex oscillations and slides between 
musical notes which give Carnatic music its unique flavour. Musicians work for years to master these. Surprisingly, 
these become a piece of cake on Palm Avenue. Just try to sing and hold a simple, steady plain note when you're 
driving on this road. Watch it magically get transformed into a rich set of gamakas and brigas as you drive up and 
down the bumps and potholes . And depending on your gender, you can pretend you're GNB or MLV. (The quality of 
results depends on the vehicle you're in and its speed. For truly breathtaking results, take an auto-rickshaw and tell 
the driver that you're in a hurry) 
 
 Accuse us of being old-school, but at RFA, however, we prefer more conventional and time-tested techniques to 
master breath control and gamakas. And we're sure that most visitors and residents of our neighbourhood agree, as 
we live in the hope of seeing some improvement to Palm Avenue, even if it’s surface-level.  
 
(You can voice your request to improve the condition of the road at www.ichangemycity.com, even though it may 
mean the end of these new aids to practise Carnatic music) 

Membership Renewal 
 
RFA membership is now open for the year Apr 2014-March 2015. We request our current members to continue their 
support to RFA by renewing their membership, and welcome all new members in advance. Individual membership is 
Rs.1200 and Family (2-adult) membership is Rs.2000. Entry is free for children below 18 years at all RFA monthly 
events. You may renew your membership online at www.ranjanifinearts.org, or in person at the membership desk 
during any of the next RFA events. 
 
We also invite all rasikas, teachers, students and musicians to join the RFA community by becoming members. 
Please call Sri. V.Shrinivasan at 9342582686 if you need any assistance regarding this. 


